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SHARING THE MISSION

Industry has a critical role to play in Covid vaccination programme

TV NARENDRAN

THE GOVERNMENT has made massive efforts
in strategising for a mega vaccination pro-
gramme. Indian industry, which has beena
partner in the mission since the beginning of
the COVID-19crisis, isnow gearingitself to par-
ticipate in this critical endeavour.

Since the start of thelockdown, companies
have re-engineered themselves to design and
manufacture critical care equipment, drugs
and medical supplies, much of which wasim-
portedearlier. Indian companieshave alsoex-
celledinmanufacturingvaccines and areslated
tosupply them to other countries. Thishasre-
sulted in a huge brand recognition for India as
the pharmacy of the world.

The nextstageof the battle against COVID-
19isthe vaccination drive. The mission, which
kicked offin Indiaon January 16 is being con-
ducted in three phases. In the first phase, the
drive will cover three crore healthcare and
frontline workers. Nextin line would be those
above the age of 50 and those belowthe age of
50 with co-morbidities, who together are
numbered at around 27 crore.

The programme will be driven by robust
technology and withthe aid of the unique dig-
ital platform, the CoWIN Vaccine Delivery
Management System. The system which will
provide real-time information on vaccine
stocks as well as track each vaccine benefici-
ary willbe acentral pillar of the government's
inoculation programme.

Apart from the two vaccines
ﬂPPl‘[)VCd fU[’ {‘IHI?[‘gL‘]le use,
multiple other vaccines are
in the pipeline. This
highlights the need for a
common legislative
framework, covering areas
such as Intellectual Property
Rights, limiting liability and
compensation. Industry can
collaborate with the
government in terms of
vaccine pharmacovigilance,
by providing regulatory
supportand by helping in
the enforcement of the
regulations.

Indianindustryand business organisations
have a critical role in supporting the exercise.
The private sector can step inright at the first
phase of vaccination of healthcare and front-
line workers, and also play an important role
during the later phases, especially in terms of
expanding coverage to more demographic
classes. At the same time, industry would con-
tinue toprovide regular inputs and recommen-
dations at various stages of the programme.

First, industry is contributing through lo-
gistical and maintenance responsibilities,
while the government focuses on safety and
quality of vaccines throughout the supply
chain. We expect thispartnershiptoextendto
thevaccination programme as well.

Second, apart from the two vaccines ap-
proved foremergencyuse, multiple other vac-
cines are in the pipeline, This highlights the
needfordraftinga common legislative frame-
work, covering areas such as Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR), limiting liability and
compensation. Industry can collaborate with
the government in terms of vaccine pharma-
covigilance, by providing regulatory support
and by helping in the enforcement of the reg-
ulations—all these are critical for the equitable
distribution of vaccines.

Three, companies can undertake to vacci-
nate theiremployees attheir owncostas soon
as sufficient stocks are available. This exercise
willalleviate the pressure on the government,

interms of both delivery and cost. We believe
thatan additional 10-crore workers in the for-
mal sector and local communities could be
quickly brought into the inoculation fold with
the participation of businesses.

Akeybenefit of this earlyvaccination could
be the faster resumption of normal economic
activity. This could, in turn, generate greater
confidence amongconsumers in returning to
markets. Thus, the economy could be revived
even while the government undertakes the
vaccination programme forthevulnerable sec-
tions of society.

Four, a large part of the Indian population
stilllacks healthinsurance. During these times,
therefore, we need tostep up the healthinsur-
ance penetration in the country: The govern-
ment and industry can play an active role in
bringing more people under the security net
ofinsurance, by adding vaccinationunder var-
ious insurance schemes.

While India embarks on its biggest vacci-
nation programme, itis vital that strategies are
developed for the equitable distribution of the
vaccines. Industry stands ready tostep inand
scale upefforts, especially during a crisis, which
requires concerted efforts from all stakehold-
ers forresetting India’s growth trajectory.
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